THE  SUN  AND   THE   SERPENT

as he has done since the earliest period of Chinese
history or legend. He controls the elements, and
is worshipped officially in times of drought or
floods. Shrines to Lung Wang, the Dragon King,
or Naga raja, are numerous.

The tortoise is also sacred, and its shell is
consulted as an oracle.1

The commander of a Chinese army was dis-
tinguished by a tortoise and serpent banner.2

According to Chinese historians, some of their
early mythological emperors were half man and
half serpent.

T'aihao, or Paohsi, or Fushi, had a serpent's
body, a man's head, and the virtue of a sage.3
His successor, Nlikua, had the body of a serpent,
the head of a man, and the virtue of a holy man.4

Another divine king, Shennung, called " the
blazing god," was born under the influence of a
sacred dragon. He had the body of a man, and
the head" of an ox, or rather perhaps of a bull.5

M. Terrien de Lacouperie held that the civiliza-
tion of China came from the west; and that it
was an offshoot from that very ancient culture,
which apparently had its origin in the country
between the Kaspian Sea and the Persian Gulf.6

1 Legge, Shu King, x. 120 ; Shi King, 351 (note).

2 Ib. 418.                  a H. I. Allen, J.R.A.S., April, 1894.
*Ib.                         e Ib.

6 Early Hist. Chinese Civilization, 26, 27.
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